INTERNATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED EXHIBITION 'KOREAN EYE: ENERGY AND MATTER'
COMES TO ABU DHABI
ABU DHABI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: 18th MARCH 2012
Parallel Contemporary Art is launching a major art exhibition at the Fairmont
Bab Al Bahr, Abu Dhabi. “Korean Eye: Energy and Matter” is sponsored by
Standard Chartered Bank in Korea, and will take place from 18 March to 25 April
2012 under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, and the auspices of The
Embassy of the Republic of Korea. Following the success of the exhibition at the
Museum of Arts and Design in New York, “Korean Eye: Energy and Matter” in the
UAE will feature key works from 19 contemporary Korean artists in a range of
mediums including painting, sculpture and photography.
Richard Hill,	
  President and CEO of Standard Chartered Korea Financial Group and
Standard Chartered Bank Korea, said “Korean Eye is a fantastic opportunity for
Standard Chartered to leverage its unique international footprint to showcase
Korea. Exhibitions in London, Singapore and New York have drawn over a half a
million people, raising awareness and deepening understanding of Korean art.
We are proud to serve as a bridge between Korea and the rest of the world not
only in business but also culture.”
Residents and visitors to the United Arab Emirates will have the opportunity to
join more than 200,000 people who have already experienced this exhibition
following its recent show at the National Congress in Seoul and in New York.
Serenella Ciclitira, Chief Curator, hopes that the 21 art works that will be on
show at the Fairmont Bab Al Bahr will add to the artistic landscape of the
Emirates. Ciclitira says, “our aim is to bring to the world, through the selected
works on show, a rich pallet displaying and presenting images with the ability to
engage and surprise; and also through a more rational approach, a statement on
life and reality and a sense of shared history and culture.” Highlights include
photo-sculptures by Seung Hyo Jang; embroidery and acrylic paintings by Young
In Hong; a large, imposing Bull Man fabricated from reclaimed, repurposed
automobile tires by Yong Ho Ji; and Meekyoung Shin’s astonishing “antique”
porcelain vases, rendered in soap.
Serenella co-founded Korean Eye with her husband David in 2009. She also
edited the book Korean Eye: Contemporary Korean Art and Indonesian Eye:
Indonesian Contemporary Art. Serenella Ciclitira has an Honors Degree in Art
History from Trinity College, Dublin and is an Honorary Fellow of the Royal
College of Art in London. Over the last 21 years, Serenella and David have been
awarding the Parallel Prize for Painting and the Serenella Ciclitira Scholarship for
Sculpture.
This is the second major exhibition to be hosted by the Fairmont Bab Al Bahr in
2012. "As the cultural gateway to Abu Dhabi, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr is delighted
to be the official host hotel of this exhibition," Henning Fries, General Manager
of the Hotel said. “This is a natural fit for our flagship property, with an
architectural design based on minimalistic and organic features, including a
translucent glass façade and unfettered views of the iconic Sheikh Zayed Grand

Mosque, the backdrop is set of for a stunning showcase of contemporary Korean
art."
“Korean Eye: Energy and Matter” will feature the key works from 19
contemporary Korean artists and will take place from 18 March to 25 April at the
Fairmont Bab Al Bahr in Abu Dhabi. Admission daily to the exhibition is free of
charge.

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

(L-R) Lee Rim, Hong Youngin, Ji Yong Ho

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

For more information, please call +971 2 654 3333 or email
art.babalbahr@fairmont.com<mailto:art.babalbahr@fairmont.com>
Editor's note: High resolution images for publication are available upon request.
For all art-related enquiries, please contact: in Korea Shana Hong on (t)+82 10
9733 9282 (e) shanahong@gmail.com, in London Anna Rakic on (t) +44 207
349 4815 (e) a.rakic@parallelmediagroup.com

ABOUT STANDARD CHARTERED KOREA FINANCIAL GROUP
Standard Chartered in Korea is comprised of the holding company, Standard
Chartered Korea, and five subsidiaries: Standard Chartered Bank Korea, which
has a nationwide network of about 400 branches; Standard Chartered Savings
Bank Korea; Standard Chartered Capital Korea; Standard Chartered Securities
Korea; and Standard Chartered Fund Services Korea.
Standard Chartered Bank in Korea is largest of the subsidiaries in terms of
assets.
With a vision to become ‘Korea’s best international bank’ and based on the
principle of ‘Customer First’, Standard Chartered Bank in Korea leverages the
Standard Chartered global network to serve as a bridge between Korean
companies and international markets for its wholesale banking clients, and to
provide innovative products and differentiated services to fulfill the needs of its
consumer banking customers. The Bank has been conducting business in Korea
since the turn of the last century, having always remained committed to doing
business in a socially responsible way, and demonstrating through a wide range
of community activities in the spirit of our brand promise, Here for good.
For more information on Standard Chartered Korea, please visit

http://www.standardchartered.co.kr/fg/
For more information on Standard Chartered Bank in Korea, please visit
www.standardchartered.co.kr

ABOUT KOREAN EYE
Founded by David and Serenella Ciclitira in 2009 as a not for profit project,
Korean Eye has staged 3 major art exhibitions at 9 international venues to date.
In 2009, over 300,000 people visited ‘Korean Eye: Moon Generation’ the
inaugural Korean Eye exhibition which opened in Seoul and then debuted at the
Saatchi Gallery in London. Following its public success, ‘Korean Eye: Moon
Generation’ was extended at Saatchi’s request from an initial 2 week period to
be displayed for almost 4 months. Building on its previous following, a second
exhibition ‘Korean Eye: Fantastic Ordinary’ opened in 2010 at Saatchi Gallery in
London, followed by exhibitions in Singapore and Seoul. ‘Korean Eye: Energy
and Matter’ is the third edition which opened in 2011 in Seoul and was recently
exhibited in New York at the Museum of Arts & Design, where it attracted
approximately 100,000 people in just under four months. ‘Energy and Matter’
finales in Abu Dhabi at the Fairmont hotel from 18 March- 25 April, 2012.
In 2012 to coincide with the Olympic Games in London, there will be a new
Korean Eye exhibition curated by Charles Saatchi opening from 25 July -23
September and will occupy the entire 70,000 sq ft gallery. It is expected to
attract up to 1,000,000 visitors.
To accompany its exhibitions, Korean Eye launched the first book on Korean
Contemporary Art in English “Korean Eye: Contemporary Korean Art”, published
in 2010 by SKIRA and distributed globally by Thames & Hudson. This book has
sold out and a new edition “Korean Eye 2” is due to be published in Summer
2012.
ABOUT FAIRMONT HOTELS & RESORTS
Located in world-class destinations around the globe, Fairmont Hotels & Resorts
is a celebrated collection of hotels that includes landmark locations like
London's The Savoy, New York's The Plaza, and Shanghai's Fairmont Peace
Hotel. With more than 60 hotels, Fairmont is known as much for its warm,
engaging service and culturally rich experiences, as its classic hotels that imbue
a sense of heritage, sophistication and social importance and are often
considered destinations in their own right. A community and environmental
leader, Fairmont is also regarded for its responsible tourism practices and
award-winning Green Partnership program. Fairmont is owned by FRHI Holdings
Limited, a leading global hotel company with over 100 hotels under the
Fairmont, Raffles, and Swissôtel brands. The company also manages Fairmont
and Raffles branded estates and luxury private residence club properties. For
more information or reservations, please call 1-800-441-1414 or visit
www.fairmont.com<blocked::http://www.fairmont.com/>.
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